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We picked up our hire car from JFK 
Airport in NY and launched ourselves off 
on the final part of our adventure up 

over (as opposed to down under).

After a great couple of days at Cousin 
John and Carole’s home in Boonsboro, 
Maryland, we set off to explore the 

Skyline Drive and the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.  Unfortunately we were unable 
to take the Skyline Drive because of the 

US Government funding issues - most 
Federal Parks and monuments were 
closed down.

Instead, we drove around the Skyline to 
Waynesboro and the beginning of the 
Blue Ridge. Before heading down the 

Parkway we visited the awesome Grand 
Caverns at the Grottoes.

The scenery along the Blue Ridge was 
awesome, the colours of autumn were at 

their best, and the distant views 
spectacular.
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After 5 lovely days up on the Blue Ridge we 
turned east and headed to the North 
Carolina Coast via Durham, home of the 

Duke University, which my grandson, Ryan 
would love to attend.  Durham became 
very prosperous on the back of the 
tobacco industry. Many of the old tobacco 

warehouses have  been converted into 
office, retail and residential spaces.

We stopped for lunch in the town of 
Plymouth on the Roanoke River.  They had 
an old iron clad Ram Ship, the “Albermarle”  

from the Civil War on the river.

The outer banks are fascinating.  They are 
mostly just sand spits off the coast of 
North Carolina.  It is incredible that so 

many people have built there, given that 
they often suffer from beach erosion and 
the effects of hurricanes regularly wreak 

havoc.
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We left the Outer Banks via the bridge over 
the Albermarle Sound to Currituck.  From 
there we took  a short cut to our next stop 

at Norfolk via the Currituck Ferry and  
Virginia Beach.  The sand there had almost 
swamped the beach following recent wild 
storms in the area.

Norfolk is located between the Elizabeth 
River and Chesapeake Bay in Virginia and it is  
home to the largest naval base in the world. 

We enjoyed a cruise that took us past the 
huge naval base, which seemed to go on and 
on. While in Norfolk we also took a drive 

over and under the huge Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge/Tunnel.  The toll was $12.00 and it 
was worth every penny for the experience.  
There was even a restaurant/gift shop and 

fishing pier part way along the bridge and 
out in the middle of the bay!

Next day, leaving Norfolk, we visited the 

historic old town of York,  however the 
historic parts were mostly closed like 
everywhere else! After a quick look at the 

old fort and monument we continued on to 
WIlliamsburg via the original site of the first 
settlement at Jamestown.  We were very 
lucky to be shown around by one of the 

working archeologists. 

The next day we visited the reconstructed 
version of Jamestown which was also well 

worth the visit.
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The Colonial town of Williamsburg has 
been restored as a living museum 
reflecting its colonial origins.  Norm and I 

enjoyed a ‘chat’ with Thomas Jefferson, 
who was preparing his Declaration of 
Independence. 

The old William and Mary College, dating 

back to 1693,  is also there.  We visited 
the Christopher Wren Building, which is 
the oldest college building in America.

Leaving Williamsburg we took the ferry 
across the James River to Scotland (!!) 
and continued up to Richmond,  the 

capitol of Virginia. We visited the very 
impressive War Memorial there, as well 
as the home of Edgar Allen Poe.

As we were driving to Charlottesville to 

visit Monticello, the home of Thomas 
Jefferson, we were delighted to hear that 
the Federal Government had re-opened 

the national parks and monuments.  Just 
in time for us to return to John’s at 
Boonsboro via the Skyline Drive through 

the Shenandoah National Park. We were 
so thrilled to be able to finish our trip as 
we had hoped to start it.
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Returning to John’s at 
Boonsboro felt like coming 
home.  I was so glad to be 

able to spend some more 
time with my lovely 
American relatives before 
we had to start the long 

journey back down under.

Carole and I had some 
great time together at her 

Tai Chi class and book club.    
While we enjoyed those 
activities John and the kids 

took Norm off to revisit 
some of the Civil War sites 
in Antietam.

I also enjoyed  watching 

Seth at his football 
training, although I still have 
no idea about THAT game.  

Piper has joined the cheer 
leaders, so I also watched 
her practicing the moves 

and was most impressed by 
the skills of the girls.

It was with mixed 
emotions that we 

farewelled my extended 
family and returned to 
Elizabeth in Newark to 

prepare for the long 

journey home.  As it turned 
out, it was even longer as 
our flight was delayed by 

an extra day.
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